Community Code of good labelling practice for compound feed for food producing animals

(Draft 7)

I. Introduction
• EU Legal framework
- Horizontal Regulation repealing 4 main Directives and some 50 amending or implementing acts.
• Objectives of the Code

- To further clarify the new legal requirements in relation to the labelling of compound feed.

- To provide guidance to compound feed manufacturers to ensure that proper information is transmitted through the right medium of labelling information (label, accompanying documents, additional documents, electronic information, websites, etc) to customers, i.e. farmers.
- To promote a user friendly and concise Code of Practice making reference to relevant pieces of legislation and useful documents to ease the general understanding of new labelling rules with links where appropriate. 
- To insist on the intention to provide as much as possible feed manufacturers with relevant label and PSS examples to be used as a model even though the final format of the label and PSS shall be left to each company.

• Scope of the Code

- Covers the labelling practice for compound feed for food producing animals
- Includes also some labeling elements from GM labeling legislation.
- Does not cover the labeling of medicated feed
- Does not cover organic feed

- Does not cover pet food and feed fort fur animal

- Code of Practice covers the current compound feed labelling practice from the feed industry.
• Structure of the Code
- Table of content + annexes

II. Glossary

A. Legal definitions

• The definitions of feed ’,‘ feed business and ‘placing on the market’ are laid down in article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002
• The definitions of ‘feed additive’, ‘premixture’, ‘processing aids’ and ‘daily ration’ are laid down in article 2 of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003
• The definitions of ‘establishment’ and ‘competent authority’ are laid down in article 3 of Regulation (EC) No 183/2005
• The definitions of ‘feed-business operator’, ‘food-producing animal’, ‘feed materials’, ‘compound feed’, ‘complete feed’, ‘complementary feed’, ‘mineral feed’, ‘milk replacer’, ‘carrier’, ‘particular nutritional purpose’, ‘feed intended for particular nutritional purposes’, ‘minimum storage life’, ‘batch’ or ‘lot’, ‘labelling’, ‘label’, and ‘presentation’ are laid down in article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009
B. Other definitions:
• ‘Claim’ means any message or representation, which is not mandatory under Community or national legislation, including pictorial, graphic or symbolic representation, in any form, which states, suggests or implies: the presence or the absence of a substance in a feed, a specific nutritional characteristic or process, and to a specific function related to any of these.
• ‘Customer’ (to be completed)
• ‘Person responsible for the labelling’ means a feed business operator who first places feed on the market or, where applicable, the feed business operator under whose name or business name the feed is marketed. 
• ‘Product Specification Sheet’ (to be completed) 

• ‘Retailer’ (to be completed)
III. Typology of labelling particulars
For the sake of clarity and accessibility to relevant information in this section of the Code, mandatory labelling particulars are written in red while voluntary labelling particulars are written in green. Specific labelling rules applying to dietetic feed are written in blue. 
A. Product information provided through labelling (articles 13, 15, 16, 17 and 22)

1. Traceability related information
a) Type of compound feed

· The description of the type of feed: ‘complete feed’ or ‘complementary feed’, as appropriate
· For ‘complete feed’, the designation ‘complete milk replacer feed’ may be used, if appropriate, 

· For ‘complementary feed’, the following designations may be used if appropriate: ‘mineral feed’ or ‘complementary milk replacer feed’.
· For dietetic feed, the qualifying expression ‘dietetic’ should be mentioned next to the designation of the feed (e.g. dietetic complete feed).
b) Name and address of the feed business operators responsible for the labelling

· Name or business name and the address of the feed business operator responsible for the labelling who lastly modifies the name or packaging of the product or who imports it. This operator shall be located in the European Union.
· In cases where the producer is not the person responsible for the labelling, the following shall be provided: 

· The name or business name and address of the producer, or 

· The approval number of the producer or an identifying number in accordance with Articles 9, 23 or 24 of Regulation (EC) No 183/2005; if such number is not available, an identifying number allocated at the request of the producers or the importing feed business operator, which shall be in accordance with the format laid down in Chapter II of Annex V to Regulation (EC) No 183/2005;

c) Establishment approval number of the feed business responsible for the labelling
· Establishment approval number of the person responsible for the labelling as referred to in article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 183/2005.
d) Batch or lot reference number

· Batch or lot reference number according to the traceability system of the establishment. 
e) Net quantity
· The net quantity expressed in units of mass in the case of solid products, and in units of mass or volume in the case of liquids.
2. Instructions for use

a) General instruction for proper and appropriate use: 
· Indicate the animal species and categories to which the feed is destined to.
· Formulate legal instructions on the animals and categories to which the feed must not be fed. 
· For feed containing certain additives for which legal instructions are mentioned in application dossier and authorisation decision (e.g. for coccidiostats or copper), please refer to Commission register of feed additives.
· For feed containing feed materials whose use is submitted to restrictive conditions (fishmeal, bloodmeal, hydrolysed proteins or dicalcium phosphate), the following indication shall be mentioned in the instructions for use: “This feed contains ‘feed material used’ that shall not be used in feed for ruminants”. 
· For feed containing coccidiostats and histomonostats, remind the obligation to ensure a withdrawal period before slaughtering. 
· When the feed contains feed additives in quantities (total amount) exceeding the maximum authorized level fixed for other species (e.g. vitamin A in milk replacers for calves generally exceeds maximum permitted levels of vitamin A for other species), or additives not authorized for other species, indicate on the label “to be used for target animals only”.
· For complementary feed containing additives in excess of the maximum levels fixed for complete feed, specify the maximum quantity: 

· in grams or kilograms or units of volume of complementary feed per animal per day, or 

· percentage of the daily ration, or 

· per kilo of complete feed or percentage in complete feed, 

in order to ensure that the respective maximum contents of feed additives in the daily ration are complied with.
· For dietetic feed, the nutritional objective as laid down in column 1 of Commission Directive 2008/38/EC.
b) Use before date / Best before date:
· The use before date followed by the indication of the date (day, month and year) is mainly used for product microbiologically perishable while the best before date followed by the date (month and year only) is commonly used for the others types of feed. If the manufacturing date is mentioned, the Use before date / Best before date can be indicated as follows: “(period in days or months as appropriate) after manufacturing date.
· In case of multiple best before dates, should only be mentioned the best before date expiring first. The fixation of the best before date is of the responsibility of the person responsible for the labelling and shall take into account the perishability of certain elements of the feed such as vitamins.
· Manufacturing date (day, month and year).

· For dietetic feed, indicate that “The opinion of a nutrition expert or veterinarian should be sought before using the feed or before extending its period of use.” and mention any additional particular that would be required in column 6 of Directive 2008/38/EC.
· For dietetic feed, the recommended period of use indicated in column 5 of part B indicates a range within which the nutritional purpose should normally be achieved. Manufacturers can refer to more precise periods of use, within the fixed limits.

3. Feed specifications
a) Commercial name of the product:

· Commercial name used by the person responsible for the labelling shall not be misleading as to the characteristics of the product

b) Declaration of feed materials:
(i) General principles

· All feed materials incorporated into a compound feed shall be listed in descending order by weight. The list of feed materials shall bear the heading “composition” and shall indicate the name of each feed material.
· When a feed material with high moisture content is incorporated in the compound feed, the weight to be taken into account for its listing on the compound feed label shall be the weight calculated on the basis of the moisture content of the compound feed. 
· The indication of the percentages of all feed materials in the compound feed is voluntary. If the person responsible for the labelling decides to do so he has to disclose the exact percentages by weight of each feed material (i.e. the +/-15% tolerance does not apply).
· The name and percentage by weight of a feed material shall be indicated if its presence is emphasised on the labelling in words, pictures or graphics, in particular in the commercial name of the feed. 
· For dietetic feed, mention the feed materials whose declaration is mandatory in accordance with column 4 of Directive 2008/38/EC together with percentages. The declarations required in column 4 of Part B with the reference ‘if added’ are compulsory where the feed material has been incorporated or increased specifically to enable the achievement of the particular nutritional purpose.
(ii) Names of the feed materials:

· The use of the name of a feed material listed in the Community Catalogue of feed materials is voluntary as referred to in article 24 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009. However, if the person responsible for the labelling decides to use the name of a feed material listed in this Catalogue, he shall then comply with all relevant provisions and specifications laid down in the Catalogue. 
· If the person responsible for the labelling decides to use another name than the one listed in the Catalogue, he must then ensure that this is not misleading for the customer and that this complies with the general labelling principles. Commercial names should be avoided, unless they would properly inform about the nature of the feed material. In principle, the name of the feed material as provided by the supplier is expected to meet the labeling principles of the Regulation.
· If a feed material not listed in the Catalogue has undergone a process leading to a substantial modification of its nutritional value or safety, then a reference to this process should be reflected in the name of the feed material.

· When a compound feed contains one or several GM feed materials (e.g. GM soya) or feed materials of GM origin (e.g. soybean meal from GM soya), the GM origin of the feed material shall be mentioned along the following principles:

· For GM feed material, the words ‘genetically modified (name of the organism)’ shall appear either in parentheses immediately following the specific name of the feed material or as a footnote in immediately proximity of the declared composition. Whatever the option taken, the reference to the GM nature of the feed material shall be printed in a font of at least the same size as the list of feed material. 
· Example 1: Soya (genetically modified) or 
· Example 2: Composition: ….Soya A)……. Footnote: A): genetically modified
· For GM feed material, the words ‘produced from genetically modified (name of the organism)’ shall appear either in parentheses immediately following the specific name of the feed material or as a footnote in immediately proximity of the declared composition printed in a font of at least the same size as the list of feed material. 
· Example 1: Soybean meal (produced from genetically modified soya) or 
· Example 2: Composition: ….Soyabean meal A)……. Footnote: A): produced from genetically modified soya
· If appropriate, labelling particulars must comply with additional requirements referred to in the individual authorization decision of the GM events related to the characteristics of the feed (composition, nutritional properties, intended use, implications for the health of certain animal species, characteristics or property where a feed material may pose ethical or religious concerns (see article 25 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003). The individual authorizations for GMOs may be found at the following link:
http://ec.europa.eu/food/dyna/gm_register/index_en.cfm.
c) Declaration of feed additives: 

· Feed additives must be declared under the heading “Feed additives” as appropriate with the most suitable unit according to the additive in question (units per gram, per kg or per ton of feed) 
· Name, added amount, identification number and name of the functional group or category of the following additives shall be disclosed: 
· Additives where a maximum content is set for any kind of target species: this must be interpreted in such a way that such additives should be listed only on the label of the feed destined to the target species. This means for instance that the label of a compound feed for dairy cows should only contains feed additives for which a maximum content is set for dairy cows. However, specific instructions for use should be provided in order to safeguard that the compound feed for a target species is not fed to another species as referred to in section 2 a) on instructions for use.  
· Zootechnical additives and coccidiostats and histomonostats

· Additives belonging to the functional group of “urea and its derivatives”
· There is no specific order imposed by the legislation regarding the listing of feed additives. 
· The name of the feed additives shall be the one mentioned in the relevant legal act authorizing the feed additives. These names may be found in the Commission register of feed additives.
· It is also recommended to group feed additives by categories (if the company chooses to mention the category) or by functional group (if the company chooses to mention the functional group). Feed additives belonging to the same categories or functional groups should be mentioned together so that the name of the category/functional group may be mentioned only once.
· The name of some or all other additives not subject to mandatory labeling may be mentioned. In this case, all or part of the other information required for additives subject of mandatory labeling may be provided as well under the heading “Additives”. In case of voluntary labelling of the presence of a sensory or nutritional feed additive, its added amount shall be mentioned. .

· The name and added amount of a feed additive shall be disclosed if its presence is emphasised on the labelling in words pictures or graphics.

· For compounds of trace elements, the added amount to be mentioned is the added amount of the compound and not of the trace elements (e.g. added amount of copper sulphate and not added amount of copper). 

· Alternatively, the added amount of the trace-element may be provided. In this case, the words “in the form of (name of the compound)” should be provided in parenthesis. In case the trace-element would be provided by different compounds, the names of all compounds should be mentioned together with the proportion of the trace-element provide by the different sources.
· If a feed additive belongs to more than one functional group, the functional group or category appropriate to its principal function in the case of the feed in question shall be indicated.
· If a feed additive is a GMO or derived from a GMO, the labelling particulars above mentioned for feed materials shall apply.

· For dietetic feed, mention the feed materials whose declaration is mandatory in accordance with column 4 of Directive 2008/38/EC together with percentages. The declarations required in column 4 of Part B with the reference ‘if added’ are compulsory where the additive has been incorporated or increased specifically to enable the achievement of the particular nutritional purpose.
d) Analytical constituents

· The information on the nutritional value of the feed varies depending on animal species and shall be disclosed under the heading “Analytical constituents” in accordance with Annex VI chapter 2 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009.  It is recommended to mention them together under the heading “Analytical constituents”. 
· Where required, the amount of lysine and methionine to be declared shall be the total quantity provided by feed materials and feed additives. 
· In addition, the moisture content shall be disclosed under the same heading in case it exceeds:
· 5 % in the case of mineral feed containing no organic substances, 

· 7 % in the case of milk replacer feeds and other compound feed with a milk-product content exceeding 40 %, 

· 10 % in the case of mineral feed containing organic substances, 

· 14 % in the case of other feed.
· The level of ash insoluble in hydrochloric acid shall not exceed 2,2 % of the dry matter. The 2,2 % level may, however, be exceeded for: 

· feed materials, 

· compound feed containing authorised mineral binding agents, 

· mineral feed, 

· compound feed containing more than 50 % of rice or sugar beet by-products, 

· compound feed intended for farmed fish with a fish meal content of over 15 %, 
· For dietetic feed, the amount of additional analytical constituents listed in column 4 of the Annex of Directive 2008/38/EC shall also be mentioned. 
· If the energy value and/or protein value are indicated, such indication shall be in accordance with the EC method, if available or with the respective official national method in the Member State where the feed is placed on the market, if available.

· If amino acids, vitamins and/or trace elements are indicated under the heading of analytical constituents, the amount to be declared shall be the total quantity provided by feed materials and feed additives.

· Voluntary disclosure of calculated nutritional constituents other than energy or protein value (e.g. calculated content of digestible/available phosphorus) shall be made according to and with reference to recognized official national and/or international tables/methodologies. In other cases, the opinion of an independent scientific with highly recognized expertise in animal nutrition on the relevance of the calculated nutritional constituent is required.
· Other analytical constituents disclosed on a voluntary basis shall be meaningful for the customer and be recognized as a valuable indicator of the nutritional value of the feed. This should be substantiated either by national legislation, public literature or an independent scientific with highly recognized expertise in animal nutrition. The declared amount of the analytical constituents shall be verifiable by an EC method, if available or with the respective official national method in the Member State where the feed is placed on the market. In other cases, the opinion of an independent scientific with highly recognized expertise in analytical methods is required. 
e) Claims

· The claim is the essential medium for passing on information in relation to a feed to the customer to ensure an optimal and informed choice and use of the product. Advertising on the company policy with no direct reference to a defined batch of feed may not be regarded as claim and is not covered by this Regulation.

· Claims on a compound feed may be made in relation to specific characteristics of the compound feed itself or to the presence of one or more feed materials / feed additives.

· Using claims requires compliance with a number of obligations. The key principles are as follows: 

· The use of claims is subordinated to the fulfillment of a certain conditions listed in Annex I.

· Claims should be scientifically substantiated.

· Operators are responsible for the truthfulness of the claims

· Annex I provides detailed provisions regarding claims.

B. Information available on customer’s request (article 17(2) b + annex VI § 3)

1. Quantitative declaration of feed materials

· If the percentages by weight of the feed materials are not subject to voluntary labelling, the person responsible for the labelling shall make available to the customer, on request, information on the quantitative composition data within a range of +/- 15% of the value according to the feed formulation. 
· The obligation to provide the customer with further compositional information applies without prejudice to the provisions laid down in Directive 2004/48/EC on the implementation of intellectual property rights.
2. Declaration of feed additives other than those subject to mandatory labelling requirements:
· Disclosure of the name, the identification number and the functional group of feed additives for which there are no mandatory labelling requirements. The disclosure of the quantity is not requested. The EU legislation does not grant a right of refusal.
IV. Listing and specificities of commonly used labelling information media
A. General principles
· All labelling particulars shall be given in their entirety in a prominent place on the packaging, the container, on a label attached thereto or on the accompanying document, in a conspicuous, clearly legible and indelible manner, in the official language or at least one of the official languages of the Member State or region in which it is placed on the market. More details are provided in annex III through a summary of CIAA best practice recommendations for legibility.  

· All mandatory information shall be provided on the label. If decision is taken to provide voluntary definition, part or totality of voluntary labelling particulars may be provided on the label on the condition that it does not overload the label and it is verifiable with an EC method or with the respective official national method in the Member State where the feed is placed on the market. Otherwise, it is advised that voluntary information in relation to the composition of the feed, its nutritional value and specific functions should preferably not be included on the label. 
· Voluntary labeling information not provided on the label should ideally be collated on a single medium (further on called “Product Specification Sheet” or “PSS”). This PSS may be provided at the time of delivery or made available by electronic means.
· A correlation table with labelling particulars vs. media is provided thereafter in annex II.
B. Label
1. Design of the label:
· For compound feed, the label shall be attached to the packaging of the feed when sold in bags. When delivered in bulk, the label may be a separate document.
· In case additional voluntary labelling information would be provided on a PSS, the label shall include the reference number of the PSS. 
2. Examples:
Example 1: Label of a complete feed (minimum requirements)
The Bloggs Feed Company, Mill Lane, Anytown, Anywhere, AA1 1ZZ

Product Code 4567

Bloggs Broiler Grower 
Complete feed for feeding to growing chickens of 14 to 24 days of age

	ANALYTICAL CONSTITUENTS
Crude Protein

21%

Crude fibre


3.5%

Crude oils and fats

8.5%

Lysine (total)


1.5%
	Methionine (total)

0.6%

Calcium


1.0%

Sodium


0.15%

Phosphorus


0.6%


	COMPOSITION
Wheat, Soya (bean) dehulled extracted toasted (produced from genetically modified), Beans toasted, Rape seed, Vegetable oil (produced from genetically modified), Soya oil (produced from genetically modified), Dicalcium phosphate, Calcium carbonate, Sodium bicarbonate, Salt


	ADDITIVES
Vitamins, pro-vitamins and chemically defined substances having similar effect: 

E672 Vitamin A 25 g/t, E671 Vitamin D3 25 g/t

Compounds of trace elements: 

E1 Iron – Fe, Ferrous sulphate monohydrate 165 g/t, E2 Iodine – I Calcium iodate anhydrous 3 g/t, E3 Cobalt – Co Basic cobaltous carbonate monohydrate 10 g/t, E4 Copper – Cu Cupric sulphate pentahydrate 75 g/t, E5 Manganese – Mn Manganous oxide 170 g/t, E6 Zinc – Zn Zinc oxide 125 g/t, E8 Selenium – Se Sodium selenite 20 g/t

Zootechnical Additives – Enzymes/Digestibility enhancers

E1618 Endo-1,4-beta-xylanase (EC3.2.1.8) produced by Aspergillus niger 100 g/t

4a1600 3-phytase (EC3.1.3.8) produced by Aspergillus niger 100g/t

Coccidiostats

E772 Narasin 80g/kg – Nicarbazin 80g/kg (Maxiban G160) 625g/t


	This feed may only be fed to growing chickens broilers of minimum 14 days of age. 

Use for target animals only

Use prohibited at least five days before slaughter

Dangerous for equines

This feedingstuff contains an ionophore: simultaneous use with certain medicinal substances (e.g. tiamulin) can be contraindicated



Batch Number: 987654



Best before: DD/MM/YY

Net weight: 25 tonnes 



Establishment No: GB123456
Other examples (to be completed)
· Label with voluntary percentage declaration of feed materials

· Label with percentage of a feed material whose presence is emphasised on the labelling

· Label with emphasis of GM feed material + presence of fishmeal as feed material (feed for piglets)

· Label with voluntary labelling particulars
· Label of a complementary feed

· Label of a dietetic feed
C. Product Specification Sheet (PSS)
1. Definition and objectives:

· In order to structure the communication of voluntary labelling information in relation to a batch of feed, it is recommended to gather this information in a document. The name “product specification sheet” or “PSS” is used to qualify this document in the rest of this code. In order to ensure the link between the batch of feed and the product specification sheet, all traceability information should be included in both the label and the product specification sheet.
· The PSS shall be identified by reference number which shall also be indicated on the label. The person responsible for the labelling shall ensure consistency between labelling information provided on the label and labelling information provided on the PSS. 
2. Possible content of the PSS:
Brand Name of the compound feed
1 – Product Description – such as:

· Complete feed, 

· Complementary feed or

· Dietetic feed 

2 – Target animal species and category(ies) – such as:

· Mention the animal category(ies) and species for which the complete feed is intended

3 – Physical Characteristics – such as:

· Appearance: XXXXX

4 – Analytical constituents – such as:

· Analytical constituents subject to mandatory labelling and/or

· Other analytical constituents listed on a voluntary basis

5 – Composition – such as:

· Feed materials listed according to mandatory labelling requirements and/or

· Percentage declaration of feed materials within a range of +/- 15%

6 – Nutritional contents – such as:

· Calculated contents of digestible nutrients

7 – Feed additives – such as:

· Feed additives subject to mandatory labelling

· Other feed additives listed on a voluntary basis

8 – Instructions for proper, safe and appropriate use of the product – such as:

· Target species and category(ies) for which the feed is intended

· Include maximum age of animals for which the product can be used in case of legal restrictions related to specific additives

· Mention the incorporation rate in case of complementary feed

· Precautions regarding other species – such as:

· Indications related to the risk for other species due to the presence of: 

· feed additives with contraindication for species other than target species

· feed materials which are prohibited for species other than target species

· “to be used for target animals only” when certain feed additives are present in quantities (total amount) exceeding the maximum authorized level fixed for other species (e.g. vitamin A in milk replacers for calves generally exceeds maximum permitted levels of vitamin A for other species), or the feed contains certain feed additives not authorized for other species.

9 – Claims – such as:

· Claims in accordance with Annex 1 of the Community Code of good labelling practice for compound feed for food producing animals

10 – Storage and Shelf Life:

· Storage conditions: defined by the Company

· Shelf life: defined by the Company (if necessary)

11 – Packing – such as:

· Size and type (bag, container...)

(Optional)

12 – Distributor reference:

· Stamp of the distributor containing name, address and approval/registration number as appropriate

	
	


D. Additional documents or media (Internet, telephone…)
Additional and complementary documents or media may be used to provide more practical information/advice to the user of the feed and/or to provide information requested by the customer as provided for in article 17 2)b) and Annex IV chapter 1, par. 3. 
Annex I: Management of claims
Annex IA: Guidance on the implementation of article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009 on claims

1. Condition for use of a claim: 

Claims are permitted providing that the following conditions are met:

· The claim is not prohibited;
· The claim is objective; 

· The claim is not misleading;

· The claim is verifiable by the competent authorities;  

· The claim is understandable by the user of the feed.
Claims on a compound feed may be made in relation to specific characteristics of the compound feed itself or to the presence or the absence of one or more feed materials / feed additives.

Claims in relation to intended uses listed in annex to Directive 2008/38/EC may only be used for dietetic feed under the conditions specified in this annex and in compliance with the specific labelling rules laid down in article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 767/2009.

Claims in relation to functions listed in Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 on feed additives may be made for compound feed when this function is exerted in the compound feed, whether this function is linked to the presence of an authorized feed additive for this function or to a feed material or to the compound feed itself.
Claims on a function of a feed additive which is not mentioned in the additive dossier is however not allowed. This does not prevent the manufacturer to make a claim on a substance not authorised as feed additive but is naturally present in the compound feed.
Claims concerning optimization of the nutrition and support or protection of the physiological conditions are permitted, unless those listed in par. 3.

Claims concerning nutritional imbalances provided there is no pathological symptom associated therewith.

The following expressions could be used: maintains, helps, for, provides, stimulates, reinforces, fosters, improves, increases, reactivates, increases, etc.
2. Typology of claims

2.1. Nutritional claims

The purpose of this type of claim is to justify the coverage of quantitative and qualitative requirements in essential elements (energy, proteins, vitamins, minerals, etc.). Nutritional claims can be based either on the presence/absence of a substance (contains, source of, provides, rich in, poor in, etc) or a specific production process which improves the nutritional quality of the feed (rumen-protected, coated, micronized, etc)

2.2. Functional claims

· These claims are related to a specific effect on certain physiological functions of the organism (growth, development, etc.) or on the quality of products from producing animals.

· Support or reinforce physiological functions of the organism (contributes to, participates in, auxiliary to, stimulates, reinforces, etc)

· Enabling return to normal physiological status (transit, reproduction, fertility, egg laying, growth, immunity, etc)

· Enhancing animal performance (impact on growth, reproduction, viability, vitality, etc)

· Enhancing the quality (nutritional, organoleptic, microbiological, etc. value) of animal products (meat, egg, milk, etc.)

· Enhancing the efficiency of the feed (digestibility, assimilability, etc).

2.3. Livestock management claims

· These claims are related to the role of feed with specific effects on managing environmental, sanitary and health risks or improving the quality of food (pigmentation, selenium). 

· Reduction of a sanitary risk factor (pest risk management, contributes to the control of ……..  risk, etc)

· Reduction of an environment risk (contributes to improve the litter, contributes to reduce nitrogen emissions, etc)

3. Prohibited claims

· The following claims are prohibited:

· Claims concerning optimization of the nutrition and support or protection of the physiological conditions. 

· Claims suggesting, whatever the process, that a feed holds specific or own characteristics whereas the features in question are common to all similar feed. 

· No claim regarding the presence of an additive shall be made if it is not covered by an authorisation in the related functional group (claim on animal performance based on the use of an additive authorised for its preservative effect).
· The labelling or the presentation of the feed shall not claim that:

· It will prevent, treat or cure disease, except for coccidiostats and histomonostats as authorised under Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003; this point shall not, however, apply to claims concerning nutritional imbalances provided that there is no pathological symptom associated therewith.
· It has particular nutritional purposes as referred to in the list of authorised intended uses referred to in Directive 2008/38/EC unless its specific provisions are complied with. 

· The following expression should not be used: dose, dosage, cures, treat, treatment, remedy, prevent, relieves, heals, etc.

4. Substantiation of a claim

· The person responsible for the labelling shall provide to the competent authority on its request, a scientific substantiation of the claim which shall be available at the time the feed is placed on the market. For further information regarding the evidence needed per type of claims, refer to section 5C of this annex. 
· The following types of substantiations can be considered: 

· Scientific literature (peer reviewed articles)

· Scientific opinions and publications from worldwide food authorities (EFSA, FDA and national feed/food authorities). 

· Ad hoc studies

· External


· In house 

· Consolidated use

· A claim in relation to a function of a feed additive present in the compound feed does not need to be substantiated if the feed additive is authorized for this function and the minimum amount is referred to in the additive dossier. 

· In other circumstances, the substantiation of a claim should be provided in accordance with Annex IB.

5. Methodology for compiling an evidence file

5.1. Conditions for carrying out and validating studies

· The criteria chosen for the study are clearly identified and explained.

Examples: average daily gain, fat level, protein level, litres of milk, number of cows with a milk cell concentration higher than, viability, number of pests, number of placenta retentions, of lameness cases, of embryos, biochemical serum dosage, dosage of a special biochemical mediator, etc.

· The criteria chosen for the study are measurable, i. e. can be put into figures and distinguished (yes/no, etc.)

· The method of measurement is acknowledged (“scientifically valid”) or accurately described (milk yield recording, individual weighing, qualitative or quantitative coprology, biochemical dosage, classification of carcasses, etc.).

· A clear and detailed experimental protocol must be available. The method used for collecting the samples on which the study is based (organs, animals, herd, etc.) must be described.

· The elements specifying freedom from bias of testing devices or their possible limits are explicitly specified (e. g. sampling representativeness, compliance with random sampling if any, objectivity of criteria or blind criterion in case of subjective criteria, etc.).

· Statistical information processing (comparison of average values, frequency analysis, etc.) and interpretation of statistical results (level of significance, etc.) are described. The purpose is to demonstrate a benefit in a sufficient number of cases in order to justify the use of the examined product or technique.

· Documentary management is clearly defined, e. g. type of documents, validation and filing, etc., and the traceability of all documentary elements relevant to the study is assured and filed.

5.2. Experimental protocol

· Biography:

· Reference books and reports: research and technical reference centres (INRA, NRC, AFZ, FEZ, etc.), technical institutes, Chamber of Agriculture, etc.

· Scientific opinions and publications from the French Food Safety Agency (AFSSA), EFSA, etc.

· Publications by renowned scientific authors, etc.

· Peer reviewed scientific journals (e. g. INRA animal production, Animal Science, Poultry Science, etc.)

· International congress proceedings (JRP, 3 R, JRA, WPSA, IPVS, etc.)

· Livestock holding survey:

· Field surveys without control groups, with recording of results and/or frequency on a sufficient number of livestock holdings or animals: at least 5 livestock production units (buildings, ponds, etc.) or 100 animals (if they can be taken individually).

· These field surveys might be compared to regional average values on equally long periods, to an expected value or to average values from former periods; they might also be used for statistical analysis.

· Field tests with control group:
· Classical comparison between control group and examined group with or without replication.

· Collecting of non-biased samples, definition of analysis criteria.

· Appropriate statistical analysis (average value comparison, etc.) with significant results.

· Tests in public or private experimental research centers:

· In vitro or in vivo experiments; the research centre has ad minima to comply with edicted rules for field tests and surveys, knowing that these normally are part of their specifications and good practice.

· Appropriate statistical analysis (average value comparison, etc.) with significant results.

· Executive report:

· Bibliographic analysis and tests always are subject to the elaboration of a report.

· For surveys or tests, the report will at least include 5 chapters:

· Chapter 1: Object of the study, context, bibliography

· Chapter 2: Devices and methods used

· Chapter 3: Recorded results

· Chapter 4: Analysis and discussion on results

· Chapter 5: Conclusions

· The person responsible of the study and the team of investigators are identified and their vocational qualification is justified.

· The executive report and basic data are preserved and kept available to control authorities.

5.3. Evidence suggested per type of claims

The importance of evidence and the corresponding degree of substantiation must be proportionate to the claimed effect and its degree of assertion:

· For nutritional claims, biographical analysis may be sufficient.

· For functional claims and risk management claims, the evidence must rely on the results of one or several specific studies on the claimed effect (product, process, method, etc.)

· Field frequency study according to the claim’s degree of assertion,

· and/or field tests with or without control group,

· and/or tests in public or private research centres,

· and/or laboratory experiments.

· The level of significance of statistical analyses will be proportionate to the claim’s degree of assertion:

· Claims related to the presence of a substance can be made on the condition that this substance is generally not present in comparable standard feed. 

· Claims related to the absence of a substance can be made on the condition that this substance is generally present in comparable standard feed. 

· The following percentages of reduction/increase when compared to a comparable standard feed are recommended as a general guidance:

· Reduced < 15%

· Increased > 15 %
Different percentages may be used on the basis of scientific evidence. 
· For claims of the type “participates in” or “contributes to”, a 10% level of significance can be retained.

· For more affirmative claims of the type “fosters”, “stimulates”, “improves”, “maintains”, “increases”, “reactivates”, “reduces”, a 5% level of significance must be achieved (comparison tests of average values or other appropriate statistical tests). 

According to the general food law of the European Union (Regulation (EC) No178/2002 – Art. 16), the person responsible for the first putting on the market must make sure that the product shall not mislead the consumer.

Therefore, he has to develop his evidence file according to the claim’s degree of assertion.

Annex IB: Table on the approach to claims 

	Claims
	Principle
	Formulation

(quantity)
	Science

(physiological)
	Science



	Nutritional


	Presence/Absence
	X
	
	

	
	Process
	
	X
	

	Functional


	Presence/Absence
	X
	X
	

	
	
	
	ADD/NUT
	FM/ADD/NUT
	

	
	
	
	(dossier)
	X
	

	
	Process
	
	X
	

	Risk management


	Presence/Absence
	X
	X
	X

	
	
	
	ADD/NUT
	FM/ADD/NUT
	

	
	
	
	(dossier)
	X
	

	
	Process
	
	X
	X


ADD --> Feed additives
FM --> Feed materials

NUT --> Nutrient
Annex IC: Examples of claims

The following examples shall not be considered as an exhaustive list of examples. 
1. Nutritional claims examples

· ... of specified quality (e. g. controlled, geographic origin, etc.)

· ... specifically adapted to nutritional needs of ...

· Brings ... (e. g. a supplement of fill, etc.)

· Concentrated in ... (e. g. bicarbonate, acid salts, lipotropic factors, vitamins, trace elements, etc.)

· Contains ... (e. g. bicarbonate, acid salts, lipotropic factors, vitamins, trace elements, etc.)

· Enriched with ... (e. g. bicarbonate, acid salts, lipotropic factors, vitamins, trace elements, etc.)

· Ingredient under a special form (e. g. can be assimilated, digestible, rumen-protected vitamins, chelated, available, etc.)

· Naturally rich in ... (e. g. beta-carotene, etc.)

· High in ... (e. g. energy, omega 3, polyunsaturated fatty acids, etc.)

· Source of ... (e. g. bicarbonate, acid salts, lipotropic factors, vitamins, trace elements, etc.)

· High ... content (e. g. bicarbonate, acid salts, lipotropic factors, vitamins, trace elements, etc.)

· Contains a high concentration of the nutritional additive(s) xxx for ensuring proper animal nutrition.

· Contains amino acid(s) xxx, a protein source, allowing a reduction of total protein concentration in this feed.

· Contains vitamin D active in mineral metabolism, supporting bone strength.

2. Functional claims examples

2.1. Support physiological and metabolic functions of the organism

· Provides elements necessary at a given rearing phase (lactation, starter, weaning, egg laying, flushing, etc.)

· Reinforces the functions of the digestive, hepatic, locomotor (or bone), nervous, respiratory, etc. system

· Contributes to, participates in a good quality colostrum, good liver function, etc.

· Contributes to bone solidity, 

· Contributes to the preservation of udder integrity

· Contributes to a regular digestive transit

· Contributes to immunity development

· Stimulates natural defence of the organism

· Contributes to controlling the milk cell concentration 

· Supports a specific function (starting growth, ossification, feathering, etc.)

· Facilitates organ fat mobilisation

· Fosters feed, drinking water, etc. intake

· Fosters renal elimination, diuresis, urine, proper renal function, etc.

· Fosters digestion, appetence, production, etc.

· Fosters epithelial renewal (digestive, cutaneous, etc.)

· Fosters the animal’s response to a given criterion (thermal stress, etc.)

· Fosters oestrus, insemination success, fecundation, transplantation, etc.

· Facilitates farrowing, parturition, egg laying, hatching, etc.

· Fosters assimilation, digestibility, digestion (of feed ration, fat, etc.)

· Fosters a better use of organ fat

· Keeps up the bowel flora balance (buccal cavity, rumen, small intestine, duodenum, etc.)

· Optimises, orientates (rumen fermentations, etc.)

· Improves (respiratory comfort, liver draining, etc.)

· Improves (herd fecundity, vitality at farrowing, etc.)

· Protects (intestinal mucous, hoofs, etc.)

· Covers the needs of ... (microflora, etc.)

· Stimulates (liver function, hepatic draining, etc.)

· Increases blood content in ...by...

· ...

2.2. Return to a normal physiological and metabolic status

· Contributes to re-establishing blood sugar

· Reactivates metabolic activity of ... (digestion, etc.)

· Fosters ... flora reintroduction (to be specified: rumen, duodenum, etc.)

· Reactivates appetite

· May help the expulsion of the placenta

· Fosters adaptation to ... (e. g. to one or the other environment or circumstance: weaning, cold weather, scorching heat, turn out to pasture, etc.)

· Reduces the consequences (to be specified: scorching heat, cold, etc.) of a given environment or circumstance

· Allows to impact on deficits in ...

· Fosters, participates in return to respiratory, digestive, hepatic, locomotor, etc. comfort (position of legs, etc.)

· Fosters, contributes to, helps a good transition in case of change (in feed, in silo, in environment, in housing, in climate, stress by partial depopulation, etc.)

· Fosters obtaining compensatory growth or laying

· Fosters restart of reproduction cycles

· Stimulates or keeps up rumen activity, contributes to rumen balance, etc.

· Fosters rest and udder involution

· Contributes to a regular libido expression, sexual activity, aggressiveness, dominance, cannibalism, etc.

2.3. Animal performances

· Stimulates, fosters, improves growth

· Fosters the development of muscles

· Contributes to reducing the feed conversion ratio, reduces the feed conversion ratio in the framework of, etc.

· Increases milk production, protein level, milk secretion (sows, etc.)

· Increases egg-laying rate, egg weight, etc.

· Improves feed efficiency (feed conversion ratio, nitrogen retention, etc.)

· Increases the success rate of artificial insemination, serving, etc.

· Improves viability of a group of animals, reduces mortality, etc.

· ...

2.4. Quality animal products

· Meat, egg, etc. colour

· Contains additive xxx, which enhances/accentuates the colour of the egg / flesh

· Contains additive xxx, which ensures an improved consistency of the colour in the food products.

· Limits meat oxidation

· Taste-enhancing, improves tenderness

· Improves egg shell solidity

· ...

2.5. Claims related to additive functions

· Digestibility enhancer: substance which when fed to animals, increase the digestibility of the diet through action on target feed materials

· Contains xxx, an additive improving the digestibility of non starch polysaccharides, hence improving the energy value of the feed.

· Contains ‘phytase’, which increases the digestibility of phytic phosphorus, hence improving phosphorus absorption.

· Contains xxx, an additive improving the degradability of e.g. fibres contained in the diet.

· Contains xxx, an additive which improves the degradation of fibre fractions of the diet.

· Contains xxx, an additive which reduces viscosity of the faeces.

· Gut Flora Stabilisers: Microorganisms or other chemically defined substances, which when fed to animals have positive effect on gut flora.

· Contains xxx, an additive favouring a well balanced gut microflora.

· Contains xxx, an additive which reduces viscosity of the faeces.

· Contains xxx, an additive which ensures consistency of the faeces.

· Other Zootechnical

· Contains xxx, an additive which improves growth of the animals.

· Contains xxx, an additive which has a positive impact on the animal’s immunology.

· Contains xxx, an additive which improves animal’s welfare.

· Contains xxx, an additive which improves quality of animal produce.

3. Risk Management examples

3.1. Sanitary

· Helps, contributes managing the risk of diarrhoea, etc. 

· Participates in integrated management, in integrated pest management, etc.

· Helps the risk management of, fosters, improves (in a given adverse sanitary situation), etc.

· Contributes to reinforcing the organism’s natural defence in case of internal parasitic infection, etc.

· Contributes to the integrated management of the risk of respiratory disorder, etc.

· Contributes to managing the colibacillary risk, etc.

· Contributes to managing the risk of cystitis with sows, etc.

· Contributes to managing the risk of mastitis, etc.

· Contributes to limiting the impact of mycotoxins, etc.

· Accompanies a treatment, vaccination, an intervention in livestock rearing, etc.

· ...

3.2. Environmental (animal housings, soils, emissions, etc.)

· Contributes to improving the litter, favourable to a dry litter, etc.

· Reduces ammonia, methane, etc. emissions

· Reduces phosphorous, nitrogen, etc. emissions

· Reduces odour emission, etc.

· Contributes to a better animal welfare, competition, establishment of dominance, locomotion, etc.

· ...

3.3. Claims related to additive functions

· Contains ‘phytase’, which increases the digestibility of phytic phosphorus thus having a favourable impact on the environment

· Contains ‘phytase’ which reduces the load of phosphorus in the environment.

Annex II: Correlation table between labelling particulars vs. labelling media
Below a summary of different labeling requirements (mandatory and non exclusive list of voluntary labeling particulars) and the recommended support. All mandatory labeling requirements (except information on request of the customer) shall be provided on the label. The list of labeling particulars for indication on the PSS is indicative.
Information provided to customers on request may be provided with any other appropriate communication media.

	Labelling particulars
	Mandatory requirements
	Voluntary requirements
	Label
	PSS
	Additional media

	Traceability information
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial name
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Type of compound feed
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Name & address of FBO responsible for the labelling
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Approval number of FBO responsible for the labelling
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Name & address of FBO or approval or identification number of FBO/producer
	X
	
	
	X
	

	Batch or lot number
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Net quantity
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Instructions for use
	
	
	
	
	

	General instructions for use
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Species and category of target animals
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Restrictions for certain species 
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Best before date
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Labelling particulars
	Mandatory requirements
	Voluntary requirements
	Label 
	PSS
	Additional document

	Feed specifications
	
	
	
	
	

	Declaration of feed materials in descending order of weight
	X
	
	X
	
	

	Percentage declaration of certain feed materials emphasised 
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Exact percentage declaration of feed materials on a voluntary basis
	
	X
	X
	
	

	Percentage declaration of feed materials within a range of +/- 15%
	(on customer’s request)
	
	
	X
	X

	Note Declaration of certain specific feed additives (name, added amount, ID number and name of functional group)
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Declaration of certain feed additives emphasised (name, added amount)
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Declaration of other feed additives on a voluntary basis (name and/or added amount and/or ID number and/or name of functional group)
	
	X
	X
	X
	

	Declaration of other feed additives on customer’s request (name, ID number and name of functional group)
	(on customer’s request)
	
	
	
	X

	Mandatory nutritional constituents
	X
	
	X
	X
	

	Additional information on constituents
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Claims
	
	X
	X
	X
	


Annex III: Summary table of CIAA
 best practice recommendation for legibility

	
	Recommended
	Use with care
	Best avoided



	Layout
	~Headings to be clear, short and consistent;

~ Use bold type and/or upper case text to distinguish headings;

~ Where space allows, group information which belongs together;

~ Where appropriate, separate different groups of information with frames or boxes;

~ Text should start and be aligned with the left margin;

~ Use symbols to help reduce the quantity of text and direct the reader to information. 
	~ Extensive use of upper case and underlining;

~ Text in other format than blocks;

~ Text wrapping;

~ Centre alignment;

~ Text aligned with the right margin;
	~ Over hyphenation of text;

~ Blocks of texts without headings, titles or any separation;

~ Placing a large amount of text with only one or two words on each line;

~ Placing the information in circles.

~ Too many or overly complex symbols.

	Font, Colour

and Contrast
	~ A letter height (x-height) of 1mm or more;

~ Adequate character spacing;

~ Inter-linear spacing of 120% of the font size;

~ Easy-to-read (sans serif) fonts;

~ Choose a typeface designed for use at small font size;

~ Clearly contrasting colours.
	~ Letter height (x-height) below 1mm;

~ Inter-linear spacing of less than 120% of the font size Italic;

~ Serif typefaces;

~ Stylised, ornate decorative fonts;

~ Subtle contrasts,

shadowing, 3D effects,

watermarking or non

uniform background;

~ Where packaging is

transparent, good contrast is necessary with food product forming the visible background.
	~ Character spacing

condensed by more than 1pt;

~ Inter-linear spacing of less than 0,5pt more than the font size;

~ Colours with similar tonal contrasts - light type on a light background or dark

type on a dark background;

	Packaging /

Printing
	~ High quality printing
	~ Printing on deformation

zones;

~ Heat sealed areas;

~ Plastic shrink wrap;

~ Metallic and shiny printing

surfaces;


	~ Labels printed on curved surfaces.

~ Zones of the packaging which are not directly accessible;

~ Areas where the destruction of the package is required to read the text.
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